S K;
Missouri Coalition
for Oral Health

Sharing Oral Health Resources Where They Matter Most
By Christina Kerby, MCOH Community Outreach & Project Development Director

Oral healthcare community outreach begins with making sure people know that oral health
is an important part of overall health and that support is available. Many families want to
prevent tooth decay and keep their children healthy, but they may not know where to go for
dental care, what services are covered, or how to access preventive support such as
screenings, fluoride varnish, and oral health education. By bringing clear, practical
information directly into the places where families already gather, we can help reduce
barriers and connect more people to the care they need.

Some of the best partnerships begin by getting resources into the places people visit most.
Schools, clinics, Head Start programs, food banks, community health workers, and local
events are just a few examples of where outreach can make a meaningful impact. These
partners work with the community every day and are often trusted faces for families.
Providing them with information on screenings, fluoride, dental homes, Medicaid
coverage, and prevention tips can help extend oral health education and resources
throughout the community.

While these partnerships are important because they involve trusted community
members, it is also important to show up in the community ourselves. The best way to
build community trust is to let people see that there are real people behind the information
guides, websites, and programs. When community members know that caring individuals
are working to support their oral healthcare needs, those connections can grow into a
stronger network of education, prevention, and care.
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