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OHF is a community-centered initiative 
committed to improving oral health programs 
and services for all Chicago residents through: 

ïEducation 

ïAssessment 

ïPolicy and program development 

ïCollaboration 





Oral Health Incorporated into Primary 
Education 

ÅClassroom oral health information and community 
resources that engage and support families 

ÅOral health screening  

ÅApplication of dental sealants and fluoride varnish by 
dental professionals 

ÅEngagement of community dental providers   

ÅA robust referral mechanism for continuous care 

ÅCollection of data that relates school              
performance and attendance to oral                        
health status 
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Chicago Public School System  

ÅThird largest school district in the nation 

ïAlmost 400,000 students 

ï80% Economically Disadvantaged Students 

ïRace/Ethnicity: 

Å38% African American 

Å46% Latinos 

Å10% White 
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http://cps.edu/About_CPS/At-a-glance/Pages/Stats_and_facts.aspx 
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Chicago Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) 
 
School Based Oral Health 
(SBOH) Program 

 



Screening & Prevention 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All CPS students with a signed consent 

form receive OH services (fluoride, dental 

cleaning, sealants, screening) at school 

and are given an OH score: 

 
 

1 

1 2 3 Good oral 

health 

1-5 caries;  

not urgent 

Urgent: 5+ 

caries/pain/ 

infection 

All icons Creative Commons from The Noun Project. Created by Yi Chen 

(inform parents), Tommy Kuntze (familiesô needs), Luis Prado (help families), 

Alex Auda Samora. (community dental provider); others are public domain. 
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OHF: The Oral Health Forum 

CDPH: Chicago Department of Public Health 

CPS: Chicago Public Schools 

OH: Oral Health   
i 

Overall Goal: 

Improve OH outcomes 

Inform Parents/ 

Caregivers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents/caregivers receive a letter 

confirming the OH screening and 

informing them of the results. 
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Oral Health Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year, OHF Oral Health (OH) 

Educators visit CPS classrooms to provide 

OH education and send written 

information and screening consent forms 

home to parents/caregivers  

(~20,000 students) 

1 Screening & Prevention 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All CPS students with a signed consent 

form receive OH services (fluoride, dental 

cleaning, sealants, screening) at school 

and are given an OH score: 
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1 2 3 Good oral 

health 

1-5 caries;  

not urgent 

Urgent: 5+ 

caries/pain/ 

infection 

All icons Creative Commons from The Noun Project. Created by Yi Chen 

(inform parents), Tommy Kuntze (familiesô needs), Luis Prado (help families), 

Alex Auda Samora. (community dental provider); others are public domain. 
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OHF: The Oral Health Forum 

CDPH: Chicago Department of Public Health 

CPS: Chicago Public Schools 

OH: Oral Health   
i 

Goals:   

ÅIncrease OH 

knowledge 

ÅIncrease 

number of 

consent forms 

by 10% 

Inform Parents/ 

Caregivers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents/caregivers receive a letter 

confirming the OH screening and 

informing them of the results. 
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https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/by-topics/benefits/downloads/2015-dental-and-oral-health-
domain-specific-report.pdf 



https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/by-topics/benefits/downloads/2015-dental-and-oral-health-domain-
specific-report.pdf 



Establishing a Continuity of Care Plan: 
Challenges 

ADA HPI Publication: The Oral Health System: A State-by -State Analysis  
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Oral Health Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year, OHF Oral Health (OH) 

Educators visit CPS classrooms to provide 

OH education and send written 

information and screening consent forms 

home to parents/caregivers  

(~20,000 students) 

1 Screening & Prevention 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All CPS students with a signed consent 

form receive OH services (fluoride, dental 

cleaning, sealants, screening) at school 

and are given an OH score: 

 
 

2 

1 2 3 Good oral 

health 

1-5 caries;  

not urgent 

Urgent: 5+ 

caries/pain/ 

infection 

Case Management Pilot 

For all students with an OH score of 3,                   

a case manager will: 

Identify & address familiesô needs for 

additional information & resources 

Help families overcome barriers to accessing 

needed OH treatment 

Work with community dental providers to 

ensure that children receive timely treatment 

 (~800 students) 

NEW 

All icons Creative Commons from The Noun Project. Created by Yi Chen 

(inform parents), Tommy Kuntze (familiesô needs), Luis Prado (help families), 

Alex Auda Samora. (community dental provider); others are public domain. 
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OHF: The Oral Health Forum 

CDPH: Chicago Department of Public Health 

CPS: Chicago Public Schools 

OH: Oral Health   
i 

Goal: 100% of 

parents and 

caregivers are 

informed about 

OH status 

Goal: 100% 

students to find a 

dental home 

Inform Parents/ 
Caregivers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents/caregivers receive a letter 

confirming the OH screening and 

informing them of the results. 
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Goals:   

ÅIncrease OH 

knowledge 

ÅIncrease 

number of 

consent forms 

  by 10% 


