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Introducing:

Drue Barton, DMD, MBA
Associate Dental Director



Office of Dental Health Mission

We are committed to improving the oral health of 
all Missourians through education, prevention 

and leadership.



• Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Grant
• Preventive Services Program (PSP)
• Improving oral health to the MCH population

• Elks Mobile Dental Program
• Donated Dental Program
• Community Water Fluoridation Training, Equipment Repair and Replacement 

(PHSS and Delta Dental)
• Delta Dental Grant for Dental Assisting in High Schools
• HRSA (competitive 4-year grant)

• Tele-dentistry in nursing homes and increasing dental services for veterans 
(Missouri Foundation for Health, Veteran’s United, and Align Technology)

• CDC (competitive 5-year contract)
• Sealant program
• Community water fluoridation



ODH 
Strategic 

Goals

Goal 1: Enhance access to oral health 
services.

Goal 2: Provide current evidence-based 
oral health information.

Goal 3: Support the development of the 
oral health workforce.

Goal 4: Surveil and report on oral health 
problems.

Goal 5: Participate in policy development 
to improve health outcomes in Missouri.



Goal 1:
Enhance 
Access to Oral 
Health Services



We are making a difference!!

MMAC reported 101 new dental providers in FY2022 and 184 
FY2023. According to the claims data, 845 of enrolled dentists 
billed and provided services in FY2023 which is an increase of 
102 providers providing services and more importantly, 50,180 
more Medicaid recipients had dental services.



Let’s celebrate 
these wins!!

MO HealthNet coverage of:

Periodic Oral Exam 
(DO120)

Silver Diamine Fluoride



AHR Ranks MO as 41st in Maternal Oral Health 
—Healthy Teeth = Healthy Pregnancy

• 43.4% of Missouri Medicaid 
participants don’t use 
pregnancy dental benefits 
—MO HealthNet provides 
comprehensive dental care 
for pregnant women and  
one year post-partum as of 
2023!!

“If gum inflammation is treated during pregnancy, the risk of a baby being born 
preterm is reduced by approximately 50 percent.”  
      Professor Joerg Eberhard
Le QA, Eslick GD, Coulton KM, Akhter R, Condous G, Eberhard J, Nanan R. Does Treatment of Gingivitis During Pregnancy Improve Pregnancy Outcomes? A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. 
Oral Health Prev Dent. 2021 Jan 7;19(1):565-572. doi: 10.3290/j.ohpd.b2183059. PMID: 34673848.

Meet Dr. Marcus Ramos-Pearson, now 
providing dental cleanings for the 
pregnant women of the Uzazi Village in 
Kansas City.  The clinic was furnished 
with mostly donated equipment!



St. Louis Public 
School District 
Partnering with
Colgate



SCHOOL BASED SEALANT PROGRAM



30  Preschools and schools with
an oral health program during
the 2022-2023 school year.

1,741 Children served by a school-based
oral health program
during the 2022-2023 school
year.

4,505  Teeth that received a dental
sealant during the 2022-2023
school year. 



CDC Sealant Program 10,500 
Sealants Placed

• CDC Funding of $354,000 per year for five years, we hope 
to renew the grant in August 2024.

• Goal to provide sealants to students in high risk schools.

• Schools that had more than 50% of children on Free or 
Reduced Lunch Program (FRLP) participants. 

• 90 schools have provided 4,293 student screenings

• Five Contractors, UMKC, Jefferson County HD, Lincoln 
County HD, Missouri Southern State University, and 
recently added St. Louis Community College.







Missouri 
Rural 
Immersion 
Program

Inclusion of dental school 
students in program to further 
medical and dental integration 
and encourage rural practice 
opportunities in Missouri





19

• Up to $60,000
• Two-year, full-time service obligation
• DDS, DMD Required

SLRP

• Up to $65,000
• Two-year, full-time service obligation
• DDS, DMD Required

HPLRP

• Up to $50,000
• Two-year, full-time or half-time service obligation
• DDS, DMD Required

NHSC LRP

• Up to $120,000
• Three-year service obligation
• Final year of dental school

S2S LRP

• Tuition and eligible fees, other reasonable educational costs, and monthly stipend
• Two-year, full-time service obligation
• Full-time dental student

NHSC 
Scholarship



Missouri Southern State University & 
Rural Citizens Access to Telehealth 

Proposal (RCAT)
Objectives
• Promote and provide oral health education 
• Decrease barriers and provide access to oral health education and preventive 

services 
• Extend teledentistry outreach services to McDonald and Newton County 
• Develop a sustainable program

Total cost for three (3) years of grant awarded was $363,000 
• Administrative coordinator salary,
• Part time dental hygienist salary
• Cargo van with lift
• Computer tablets
• Portable dental units
• Intra oral cameras. 



Mobile Integrated Health
and Rural Citizens Access to 
Telehealth Proposal (RCAT)

Objectives

• Working with Mobile Integrated Health to consider a grant to include an oral 
health review in their home visits.

• Promote and provide oral health education. 
• Decrease barriers and provide access to oral health education and preventive 

services.
• Extend teledentistry outreach services to Washington County. 
• Develop a sustainable program.
• May include hygiene services delivered in the home.



COLLEGE OF DENTAL MEDICINE

Teledentistry Pilot
• Teledentistry elevates the level of services 

to elementary schoolchildren

• In August 2024, a teledentistry pilot will 
begin in Benton Elementary School and 
Goodman Elementary School

 
• Teledentistry services will be provided in 

partnership with Freeman Neosho 
Hospital, which has an existing 
telemedicine agreement with the Neosho 
School District

https://www.joplinglobe.com/coronavirus/newton-county-school-districts-to-be-outfitted-with-
telemedicine-in-partnership-with-freeman/article_b97e082d-ce42-54f2-847e-08884e4c1d30.html

https://www.neoshosd.org/10230_2



COLLEGE OF DENTAL MEDICINE

Teledentistry 
• Telemedicine carts are used to connect with and 

transmit information to providers
• Multiple attachments are available for the carts 
• KCU College of Dental Medicine purchased 10 dental 

lenses through a grant
• The dental lenses attach to the existing Horus 

Scopes used at the schools 
• All services will be provided only with parental consent 

and protocols will be in place to safeguard patient 
confidentiality

• Children without a dental home can be seen at KCU’s 
Oral Health Center to have their oral health needs met

https://www.cdw.com/product/avizia-amwell-
c500-ptz-20x-telemedicine-cart/6348908

https://www.323.tv/product/horus-scope-dental-lens/



• ODH has purchased items 
through the Maternal Child 
Health Block Grant for a Dental 
First Aid/Trauma Kit for each 
school in Missouri.  

• ODH assembled over 3,000 kits 
delivered throughout the state 
for school nurses.  

• The kits also include a dental 
trauma handbook for references 
in dental emergencies. 

First-Aid/Trauma Kits



First-Aid/Trauma Kits
I would like to send a HUGE shout out to DHSS and 
the MO Office of Dental Health.  I attended a school 
nurse event and received a dental trauma kit for our 
health office.  Little did I know that we would be using 
the kit just a few months later.  We had a student visit 
our office with a central tooth avulsion (upper front 
tooth was completely knocked out) after being hit by a 
ball. The trauma kit was utilized to transport the tooth 
to the dentist who successfully replaced the tooth in 
the socket, splinted the tooth and saved the smile.  

From all of us, Thank You.,
DeAnna Newberry (Branson School Nurse)



10,000 
Newborn 

Dental Kits 
in 

Development

We have submitted  a “shovel 
ready” project for the newborn 
kits if the state has any lapsed 
funding is available.



Brushing for 
Two: Early 
Dental 
Health 
Starter Kit 
Video



Elks Dental Van • Delivering care to children 
and adults with 
developmental or intellectual 
disabilities

• Two mobile units one on east 
side of the state and one on 
the west

• UMKC dental students 
working one week a month 
on KC side.

• Part time dentist works one 
week a month on STL side.



Missouri Donated Dental Services 
(DDS) Program

Patients

Donated treatment

Volunteers

Program established 
in 1999

124 patients served.

$429,885 in donated treatment.

$4.92 worth of care donated for every $1 spent 
supporting volunteers.  There are 335 dentists and 
95 labs participating.

Since 1999, 2,402 total patients have been served 
with $11,613, 215 in total care donated by volunteers.



Goal 2: 
Provide current 
evidence-based 
oral health 
information.



Speaking engagements to educate about oral health:
• Kansas City University-Joplin 
• Conference on Younger Years
• Missouri Primary Care Association
• Missouri Association of School Nurses
• Coordinated School Health Conference
• Fostering Health Equity in Missouri: A Focus on Mothers & Infants
• Long Term Healthcare Facilities
• Local Public Health Agencies
• MO Society of the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians.
• UMKC dental students
• UMKC faculty
• Conference on the Younger Years 
• Concorde Hygiene Program
• Congregate older adults webinar
• Oral Health Network
• Missouri Coalition for Oral Health



Human Papilloma Virus (HPV)

• HPV is responsible for the recent surge in head and neck cancers.

• The American Dental Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, CDC and 
many other agencies and organizations recommend HPV vaccine for 
prevention of HPV infection.

• ODH is partnering with the Bureau of Immunizations to promote HPV 
vaccinations.

• ODH is working to educate dentists in talking with their patients 9-26 years of 
age about the importance of the HPV vaccine in preventing cancer.

• Speaking opportunity at the Missouri Immunization Coalition



Goal 3: 
Support the 
development 
of the oral 
health 
workforce.



Dental Assistant Pipeline
Develop a Dental Assistant Pipeline through Missouri High 
School Career Centers (HSCC)

1. ODH project funded by Delta Dental ($100,000).
2. In cooperation with an HSCC, develop a 10-month 

educational pilot program for high school juniors and seniors.  
Planned start for Fall 2024 in Pike/Lincoln and St. Charles 
County Career Centers

3. Would allow students to graduate with high school diploma 
and dental assisting certificate, in the future, we would like to 
add expanded functions dental assistant certificates.  



Oral Preventive Assistant-EFDA
Develop an Oral Preventive Assistant (OPA)-EFDA

1. ODH has received the authorization from the MDB to start 
this pilot project to address workforce shortages, to be 
carried out by the ODH and the MDB.

2. OPA EFDA would deliver oral health instruction and 
preventive care, including supragingival scaling on patients, 
under direct supervision of a dentist or hygienist.

3. Pilot would include curriculum development, training, testing 
and measurement with reporting to MDB and ODH.



Teledentistry 
Pilot Project



High 
School 
Virtual 
Career Day



Dental Professions will 
be highlighted:

• Dentist
• Dental Hygienist
• Dental Assistant
• Dental Laboratory Tech



Goal 4: Surveil and 
report on oral health 

problems.



Preventive 
Services 
Program (PSP)

Oral Health Education

Oral Health Screening
(0-18 years of age)

Fluoride Varnish 
Application (2)

   Referrals

Community 
Based





7,629 students were 
screened from 32 
elementary schools



Collected 
PSP data 
and applied 
fluoride 
varnish!





Impact of PSP Program - Fluoride 
Varnish Program (based on 2022 data)
• Estimated reduction of dental decay of Medicaid patients is about 

7%. Overall reduction of 4%.

• Identification of schools and areas that are having problems 
accessing dental care by the Untreated Decay rate.

• JADA: Topical Fluoride Impact in Future Restorative Dental 
Procedures. The application of fluoride varnishes and gels 
increased the time to future restorative and extraction dental claims 
and decreased the number of future restorative and extraction 
dental claims.

Jackson HJ, Yepes JF, Scully AC, Vinson LA, Jones JE, Eckert G, Downey T, Maupomé G. 2023. Journal of the American Dental Association. DOI: 10.1016/j.adaj.2023.06.012.



PSP Dashboard located at:
https://health.mo.gov/living/families/oralhealth/dashboard.php

If there are any schools in your area not providing PSP, talk to the 
school nurses and let them know about this awesome program!!



Exciting 
changes to our 
PSP events and 

structure



1. Dentists.
2. Dental Students (Competency as determined by faculty of respective dental 

school, typically third- or fourth-year students).
3. Dental Hygienists.
4. Dental Hygiene Students (Competency as determined by faculty of respective 

dental hygiene program, typically second year students).
5. Dental Assistants (Certified Dental Assistant or passage a Missouri 

Dental Assisting Basic Skills exam and/or a minimum of two years 
chairside experience).

6. Licensed Medical Professionals (i.e., Physicians, Nurses, Nurse 
Practitioners, etc.).

7. Medical Professional Students (Competency as determined by faculty of 
respective medical or nursing program).

8. Community Health Care Coordinator or Community Dental Health Care 
Coordinator.



PSP 
Restructuring

• With expected increases in our PSP 
reach and events, we are in the 
process of reorganizing our PSP 
structure.

• We are streamlining the PSP team, 
from five part-time staff to 2 full-time 
staff for enhanced efficiency and 
focus—effective 10/1/2024



Basic Dental Screening Survey 
(BSS) or Oral Health 
Conditions in Third Grade 
Students-2019

• A randomized, standardized survey of the oral 
health of third grade students in Missouri.

• Third graders have a mixture of permanent 
and deciduous (baby) teeth.

• They are old enough to cooperate to be seen 
by most dentists.

• They are old enough to perform their oral 
care independently.

• We are currently conducting the BSS for the 
2023-2024 school year



MISSOURI ORAL HEALTH PLAN 2020-2025

A five-year plan for the Missouri Department Health and 
Senior Services.

Created in partnership with the Oral Health State Plan 
Workgroup and Missouri Coalition for Oral Health.



Goal 5: Participate in policy 
development to improve health 

outcomes in Missouri.



COMMUNITY WATER
FLUORIDATION (CWF)

CWF achieves 
25% decay 
reduction in all 
citizens 
regardless of 
income or other 
socio-economic 
factors. 



• 76.2% of the 
Missouri population 
is served by public 
water systems 
which receive 
fluoride.

• CWF has a very 
low cost of $.05 per 
day per person.

• One dollar in CWF 
returns in $25 in 
averted dental care. 



CWF Program

Working with MCOH to provide water operator survey 
electronically

Collaborating with DNR to receive monthly operating reports 
from all water systems that currently have a fluoridation program

Training



CWF 
updates 
in the 
state

• Branson voted to discontinue fluoridation on Nov. 14, 2023
• Lake Winnebago voted to continue fluoridation on Nov. 15, 

2023
• Independence has come to ODH to consider initiation of 

fluoridation
• Versailles would like to discuss CWF in 2024
• ODH has started conversations with all of these systems

• North Central Wholesale Water Commission (35,000 
people)

• Tri-County Wholesale Water Commission (100,000 people)
• Clarence Cannon Wholesale Water Commission (85,000 

people)
• Butler Co PWSD 1 (5,000 people)
• Piedmont Public Works (Have fluoridation equipment and 

would like to possibly start fluoridation) (2,000 people)
• Brunswick Water System (sells to another system) (4,000 

people)

Gathering letters of support from LPHAs to be 
proactive in case of a CWF rollback effort





Opioid 
Settlement 
Funds 
New 
Decision 
Item (NDI)
$3,840,000

• Medicaid benefits do not include tooth replacement 
unless you are pregnant, blind, disabled or in nursing 
home

• Treatment and recovery programs report having 
difficulty finding sufficient funding and dental treatment 
resources for all of the individuals in recovery who 
need them.

• Substance use disorder (SUD) results in poor oral 
health and loss of teeth

• Unmet oral health needs increase in costs for dental 
treatment, potentially for treatment/relapse intervention, 
and for negative psychosocial impacts on the individual 
and their family.

• Proposed the addition of two community dental health 
coordinators (CDHC) to help coordinate dental care for 
their clients.

• $3,760,000 would go directly for  dentures, partials and 
bridges not covered by Medicaid.



Dental 
Screening 

Laws





Oral Health Curriculum

This 
curriculum is 
free and 
accessible to 
all educators 
and nurses.



D2991: application of hydroxyapatite regeneration 
medicament, per tooth. Preparation of tooth surfaces and 
topical application of a scaffold to guide hydroxyapatite 
regeneration.



What’s next?
• Discussions of additional hygiene schools in Dexter 

and/or Rolla
• Mobile Integrated Health including dental reviews and 

teledentistry
• NDI-opioid settlement funding
• Seek further funding for Brushing for Two kits
• Collect data from pilot studies and present to the MDB
• Planned Pop-up dental clinics
• CDC grant application
• Workforce survey this fall



How can we collaborate and create partnerships?

• Increase our reach with the PSP programs, ask if your school 
nurses participate

• Offer to volunteer and participate in a PSP event
• If your city is not naturally fluoridated at the optimal 

level, consider asking the city council about possible 
implementation

• Educate and inform your patients on cancer prevention 
with the HPV vaccination series



Thank you 
and shout 
out to my 
entire ODH 
team!!



Jacqueline Miller DDS, MS, MPH
Jacqueline.Miller@health.mo.gov

 (573) 526-3838
Drue Barton DMD MBA 

drue.barton@health.mo.gov
(620)-432-4115

mailto:Jacqueline.Miller@health.mo.gov
mailto:drue.barton@health.mo.gov
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