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Office of Dental 

Health Mission

We are committed to 

improving the oral health 

of all Missourians through 

education, prevention 

and leadership.



ÅSmall office with 6 full-time employees and 7 part-time employees

ÅPrograms and Grants under ODH scope

ÅMaternal and Child Health (MCH) Grant

ÅPreventive Services Program

ÅImproving oral health to the MCH population

ÅElks Mobile Dental Program

ÅDonated Dental Program

ÅCommunity Water Fluoridation Training (PHHS)

ÅHRSA (competitive 4-year grant)

ÅTele-dentistry in nursing homes

ÅCDC (competitive 5-year contract)

ÅSealant program

ÅCommunity water fluoridation



Early Childhood Tooth Decay 

(Caries/Cavities) is the Most Chronic 

Disease among Children



This is a completely 

preventable disease 

which can cause pain, 

suffering and even 

death.



PREVENTING TOOTH DECAYðWHY IS IT 

IMPORTANT THROUGH A LIFETIME?
ÅPoor oral health is linked to diabetes, heart disease, 

stroke and pre-term birth.

ÅChildren and adults with poor dentition canôt eat a 

healthy diet due to difficulties chewing.

ÅAbscessed (infected) teeth can spread bacteria to 

the brain leading to death.

ÅPoor oral health limits your ability to successfully get 

a job; dental pain makes it hard to work or 

concentrate in school.

ÅNationally children miss 51 million school -hours 

annually due to dental-related issues.



Snapshot of Missouri 

Oral Health

Å29% of 3rd graders have untreated tooth 

decay.

ÅOnly 27.9% of Medicaid eligible children and 

teens aged 1-20 received preventive dental 

services.

Å26.4% of adults over the age of 18 have had 

at least one permanent tooth extracted.

ÅAlmost 20% of adults over 65 have had ALL

their teeth extracted.



MISSOURI ORAL HEALTH PLAN 2020 -2025

A five-year plan for the Missouri Department Health and 

Senior Services.

Created in partnership with the Oral Health State Plan 

Workgroup and Missouri Coalition for Oral Health.



Å Support and enhance access to preventive oral health services and appropriate 
emergency care.

Å Provide up-to-date, evidence-based oral health information and best practices to 
medical and oral health professionals.

Å Support the development of the oral health workforce.

Å Identify, investigate, monitor and report on oral health problems, determinants and 
disparities.

Å Coordinate and participate in policy development aimed at improving oral health in 
Missouri.

Å Implement and collaborate with programs that focus on prevention of oral disease.

Å Increase awareness to reduce oral health disparities across the lifespan.

Å Implement, evaluate and report on the Missouri Oral Health Plan 2020-2025.

Eight Goals of the Dental Health Plan



Basic Dental Screening Survey 

(BSS) or Oral Health 

Conditions in Third Grade 

Students -2019

ÅA randomized, standardized survey of the oral 

health of third grade students in Missouri.

ÅThird graders have a mixture of permanent 

and deciduous (baby) teeth.

ÅThey are old enough to cooperate to be seen 

by most dentists.

ÅThey are old enough to perform their oral 

care independently.



BSS Children Results

Å2354 children screened in 53 representative schools.

Å55% of children have had dental decay in Missouri.

Å29% of children have untreated tooth decay in Missouri (US 

average 22%).

Å30% of children have dental sealants (prevents cavities) in 

Missouri (US average 42%).



ÅOverall dental decay rates of school children are higher among children from rural 
counties. 

ÅNeed for urgent dental care is slightly higher in children from rural counties 1.83% 
verses urban 1.50%.

Å In rural counties 2% fewer children have rampant decay. 

ÅDental sealant rates are 3.07% lower in rural counties verses urban.

Å29 counties in Missouri donôt have any fluoridated water systems.  All of them are 
rural.  

ÅChildren from non-fluoridated areas have a 4% higher cavity rate.

ÅEleven Missouri counties donôt have a dentist licensed registered in the county.

Å54% of Missouri Medicaid participants reside in rural counties.

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT ORAL 

HEALTH IN RURAL MISSOURI?



ÅRural  areas seem to have a higher proportion of older 
practitioners

ÅThere are numerically fewer practitioners in rural areas, so the 
retirement of one practitioner may have a more profound effect on 
the surrounding geographical region

ÅEx: Elsberry School district has seen a 60% increase in caries 
without a dentist accepting Medicaid and no PSP screenings due 
to COVID-19.

Rural Missouri is Suffering



Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services Data Brief * July 2019

In Missouri, low income 

schools have a significantly 

higher prevalence of decay 

experience compared to 

higher  income schools. 

African-American children 

have a significantly higher 

prevalence of untreated 

decay compared to non-

Hispanic  white children.


